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THE REVEREND THE VICAR, 
| AND | : 
THE OTHER CLERGY 
; . OF OD 


THE PARISH OF LEEDS. 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 

Take the liberty to recommend the following Tract 
1 to your ſerious attention. It relates to a ſubject 
in which you are profeſſionally concerned. If it be 


incumbent upon the Diſciples of Chriſt to obey all 


his injunctions, it muſt be of equal importance that 


none of his inſtitutions be applied to purpoſes that are 


_ prejudicial or foreign to their original deſign. 
Whatever be the iſſue of the preſent application of 
the Proteſtant Diſſepters for the recovery of what they 
deem their civil rights, and which they are confident 1s 
perfectly conſiſtent with the ſafety of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, it ſurely cannot be a matter of indifference 
to any who believe the divine authority of the New 


Teſtament, whether the Ordinance of the Lord's 


Supper be employed as an engine of State Policy; 
or whether it be confined to its primitive uſe, be 
celebrated ſolely as a ſolemn memorial of the Death 
of Chriſt, and be received with a ſingle view to 
ſpiritual improvement. | 

This is the profeſſed object of the enquiry which is 
now reſpe&fully offered to your conſideration. Of its 


author I am entirely ignorant; nor can I form a cog- 


jecture concerning his perſonal ſituation or profeſſion : 
but he was evidently a ſerious member of the Church 
of England, and ftrongly attached to its diſcipline 


and dottrines. 
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I have been ſcrupulouſly careful to reprint bs watk 
verbatim from the original edition of 1732. This I 
have done, not becauſe I entirely agree with him in 
every incidental ſentiment which he has introduced, 
or in every particular expreſſion which he has em- 
ployed; there are very few, if any, uninſpired 
writings, in which a man who reads with atten- 
tion and exerciſes his judgment on what he reads, 


will find every minute turn of thought and ex- 


preſſion exactly coincident with his own ideas: 
but becauſe, as far as J am able to underſtand the 
ſubject, his general reaſoning on the main argument 


is forcible and concluſive ; and from a perſuaſion 


that a publication which is intended chiefly for the 
members of the Eſtabliſhment, will be more readily 
received, and more fairly examined, when it comes 


in the firſt inſtance from one of their own body, and 


when the principles on which it is founded, are de- 
rived from their own canons, articles and liturgy, 
as well as from thoſe ſacred oracles, to which every 
denomination of Chriſtians appeals as the rule of their 


faith and practice. 
Jam, with due reſpect, 
REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 
Your peaceable Fellow- Citizen, 
Your faithful Fellow-Subject, 


And your fincere Fellow-Chriſtian, 


| WILLIAM WOOD. 
LEEDS, Feb. 8, 1790. | 
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EVERAL vindications of the Chriſtian Religion, have 
been publiſhed within theſe few years, by very able 
perſons, who herein have well employed their capacities 
and learning. I ſhould rejoice, had I ground to ſay, 
the ſucceſs hath anſwered the pains and labour; but I v 

much fear, leſt the perſonal ill conduct of ſome wio know better, | 
and the miſguided zeal of others, for they know not what, have 
unhappily prevented the deſired ſucceſs. | ; 
Eſpecially, I cannot forbear thinking, that the very great 
and ſad diſregard of ſacred inſtitutions, hath been a powerful 
obſtacle to their ſucceſs, and hath had a main hand, in promo- 
ting the growth of infidelity.” The perſons and effice of clergymen, 
have been treated in a ſcornful manner, and your little wits, 
when they have ſet up for 7ree- thinkers, and have learnt at every 
turn to bawl out prieſi craft, have hereupon thought very ex- 

traordinarily of themſelves. | 
The Lord's-Day, which chriſtians juſtly ſuppoſe, is now to 
be kept ſacred, in the room of the ſeventh day of the week, and 
that (with reſpect to the obſervance of it) by virtue of the fourth 
commandment, ſolemnly to be repeated each Sunday in our 
churches, with a ſuitable prayer for pardoning mercy for paft 
profanations, and grace to aſji/t in keeping that law for the fu- 
ture: Yet the thinneſs of aſſemblies in chu ches, and the 
multitude of idle perſons loitering about on that day, do too 
plainly evidence, that when ſuch at church join in that petition, 
it is with lips only, and for cuſtom fake, and not with their 

| Hearts. | | 
With reſpect to the holy appointment of Baptiſm, there is 
too much reaſon to fear, that the generality of thoſe who engage 
in the ſervice (notwithſtanding the office of baj-tiſm if attended to 
would inform them better) think that it is no more than the 
giding a name to the child; and perhaps hence the corrupt cuſ- 
tom in many places, of calling private baptiſm, a naming the 
child: And when afterwards, according to the direction of the 
rubric, the child is carried to the church, to have the ſervices 
| | performed 
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formed for it there ſpecified, is is called by many, the 
child's receiving its full bapti/m. And as for thoſe who ſtand as 


| fureties for children; do not too many of them think they ſuf. 


ficiently perform their duty, if on the day of chriſtening, they 
ſtand for the child, and afterwards preſent it with ſome token to 
remember them by, without having any further regard to the 
things they ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated and promiſed to perform? 
But I take it, that the flight regard had to the moſt ſacred 
and venerable inftitution of the Lord's Supper, hath had the 
moſt unhappy tendency of all, to make men queſtion, whether 


| there be any thing at all jn religion ; or, whether men's profeſ- 


ſion thereof, be any more than what is owing to cuſtom, or 
deſigned for ſhew. „ 

I deſign not in this attempt, to vindicate the honour of every 
abuſed chriſtian inſtitution; but only (as the title will give the 
reader ground to expect) that of the Lord's Supper: And if I 
perform the firſt part of the propoſed work, and evidence the 
dignity of the inflitution ; I think it will follow as a natural and 
neceſſary conſequence, that this dignity ſhould be maintained 
and kept up, as far as in them lies, by all who profeſs to believe 


it: Eſpecially by Jagiftrates and Miniſters. 


1 ſhall begin then, with offering ſome conſiderations to evi- 
dence the dignity of this ſacred ordinance, Not that I can pro- 
pole to offer entirely new things, but perhaps things may be ſet 
in ſomewhat a new, and I would hope more ftriking light. 
Many things are profeſſedly believed and known, which yet 
have need to be repeatedly and in different ways inculcated; and 
poſſibly ſuitable impreſſions may be made upon our minds at 
one time, which have before been frequently attempted to be 


made, but without ſucceſs. : | 
It may not be improper to obſerye here, that the things made 


aſe of in this ordinance, though valuable and of great uſe to 


mankind, yet demand no reverence from us, but they become 
venerable on account of the uſes they are ſet apart unto, And 
this method, of conſecrating ſome otherwiſe common things, ta 
ſpecial and ſacred purpoſes, has been uſual (I think) in all reli- 
gions (whether true or falſe) and from that time forward, they 
4 he been looked upon and treated with an Higher regard than. 
before. What wonder then if the author of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, has purſued a method, which human reaſon hath fo uni- 
verſally approvod of, and given a Kind of ſanction unro. And 
therefore there is no ground for contempt, no nor of % gfteem, 
on account of the commanneſs of the things made uſe of in this 


facred ſervice, N 
| In 
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In evidencing the dignity whereof; I ſhall. make uſe of tws 
ſets of arguments: The former to be drawn from the New Teſs 
tament account of this ordinance ; the other from the ſentiments 
of the Church of England, as manifeſted by her words, and by 
her praiſes. And the arguments of both kinds, ought to 
weigh with every one that deſires to be accounted à true. 
member thereof. g | : | 
1 ſhall firſt produce ſome ſcripture arguments for evineing the 
Honour of this chriſtian inſtitution. : | 
In order hereto, let us conſider the 77/7:tutor, the time of 
inſtitution, the ends deſigned to be anſwered by the inſtitution; 
and laſtly, the ſolemn guard the Apoſtle Paul, by the direction 
of the Holy Ghoſt, hath ſet about this ordinance, and what a 
repreſentation he has given, of the confequences of an undue 
regard hereto. | x 
4 If we conſider, who was the in/titutor of this ordinance; 
this ſhould raiſe our value for the inſtitution. It was the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ; who did it not by proxy, nor by another in his 
name, but in his own perſon, according to the (a) authority veſted 
in him, to do and appoint whatever might be for the good of. 
his church. | 5 6 
Now though there are very different ſentiments among mei 
what rank of beings Chriſt ſtands in; yet thoſe who ſink his 
nature loweſt, ſuppoſe him to be the moft excellent of men, that 
he had a large commiſſion from God, had a right to be our 
Iawgiver, and had full power to alter, reverſe, or conſtitute 
things in the church of God; and therefore even ſuch perſons 
are bound to regard the inſtitution, for the fake of the inſtitutor: 
but if we riſe higher in our ſentiments of Chriſt, if we think of 
| him as more than a man, as above angels, yea, the Lord of 
angels (b) ; if we think of him (c) as truly and properly God, 
and to be honoured (4) as the Father; the higher thoughts we 
entertain of the perſon, the greater veneration ſhould we have 
of the inſtitution. If Chrift be as the Micene Creed declares, 
which all our Clergy ſubſcribe, and ſo frequently pronounce as 
their own faith, the congregation joining m the rehearſal of it, 
(od of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, of one ſubſtance. 
with the Father, and who is to come again with glory to judge 
both the quick and dead: I ay, if we believe theſe articles, ſurely 
we ſhall think ourſelves moſt ſtrongly obliged, to pay a due re- 
card to his appointments. | | 3 
Secondly, The conſideration of the time, when Chriſt inſtituted 
this ordinance, will beſpeak our greater value for it. When (e) 
| TRE our 
(a) Matth. xxvin. 18. 5. i. 6, (e . Os v. 237 
FE 2 - (5) Heb. i. 6. (c) John i. r. (4 John v. 2% 
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our merciful and kind Redeemer, was juſt ready to enter 
upon the moſt 4; [ifficult and dreadful part of his work, when he 
knew he was going (/) to be betrayed, denied, forſaken by his 
diſciples, . apprehended by his enemies, to ſuffer and die, and 
that with more than ordinary circumſtances of ſhame and pain; 
then did he inſtitute this ordinance: And it is certain, that 
fuch a perſon, and at ſuch a- time, would not appoint a 
trifling thing, or a matter of ſmall moment; ſure he that con- 
fiders the circumſtances, the inſtitutor was in at the time of inſti- 
tution, will not flight te ſolemn appointment of a dying Saviour. 

Thirdly, Let us conſider the ends deſigned to be anſwered by 
this inſtitution, in order to excite our greater regard unto it, 

It was appointed, with a deſign that we might teſtify our 
adherence and ſubjeftion to Chri itt ; and it ſeems analogous to 
our taking the oaths of allegiance to the government, It has 
its name Sacrament, from the Sacramentum militare of the 
Romans ; and when we conſider Chriſt as the (g) Captain of 
gur ſalvation, by this we avow ſubjection to him, and ſolemnly: 
profeſs our allegiance, and that we will fight under his banner. 

It was deſigned alſo for a commemoration of Chriſt's death, as 
that which we are much concerned in, and ought to be deeply 
affected with. This end of the inſtitution the apoſtle PAu 
makes particular (/) mention of; and it has a very natural 
tendency to anſwer this end. 

Farther, it was deſigned to promote our ſpiritual i improvement, 
to confirm and ſtrengthen our faith in Chriſt, and excite in us 
a greater degree of /ove to him, who loved us fo as to give 
himſelf for us. 

Finally, it was deſigned to be a hond of union among chriſtians, 
that they being many might, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, he (i) one bread, 
that hereby they might be cemented, ſtrongly knit together in mu- 
tual affection, as thoſe who are united under one and the ſame 
head. How fad is it that the bd love ſhould ever be abuſed to 
promote diviſions ! And how plain is it from the ſcripture account 
of this ſervice, that the deſigns propoſed to be anſwered by it 
are purely of a ſpiritual, and not in the leaſt of any inferior nature! 

Fourthly, If we conſider the ſolemn guard, St. Paul by divine. 
direction, has ſet about this ordinance, and in what ſtrong. 
terms he has ſet foth, the dangerous conſequences of an undue. 
approach thereto, this will further ſerve to evidence its dignity. . 
It is plain by his whole difcourſe, 1 Gor. xi. 20, &c. that un- 
worthy receiving, is not barely a poſſzble thing, but what we are, 
in great danger of, yea, is too common; that the Quilt of un- 
 . worthy receivers, has a kind of correſpondence with i. 

: who 


(CF) x Cor, xi. 23. (2) Heb, ii. 10. (50 1 Cor. xi. 26. (i) 1 Cor. x. 17. 
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who actually crucified the bleſſed Feſus, and had their hands em- 


brued in his blood; that ſuch expoſe themſelves to temporal 


judgments, are in a ſenſe ſe/f-condemned, and that they are in the 
utmoſt hazard of eternal damnation ; and that to prevent theſe 
unhappy and dreadful conſequences, the ſtricteſt examination, 
and moſt careful preparation is neceſſary. 


Now I leave it to every conſidering and impartial perſon, 


whether ſo great a man as St. Paul, and one divinely inſpired, 
would have ſaid fo much on this head, if the dignity of this or- 
dinance were not exceeding great. 

I proceed to the other ſet of arguments, to be drawn from 
the ſentiments of the Church of England, as diſcoverable both 
from her words, and from her practices. Now though I do 


not expect, much leſs deſire, theſe ſhould be looked upon with 


the /ame regard as the former ; yet it would be abſurd for any 
true Son of the Church, not to regard or be influenced by them. 

Let us firſt ſee what ideas concerning this ordinance, the 
Church of England by her words plainly deſigns to excite in our 
minds. If we conſult her Articles, Canons, or Communion- 
Service, we ſhall find them full of the dignity thereof. The 
xxviiith article declares, © That the Supper of the Lord, is 
* not only a ſign of the love that Chriſtians ouzht to have 
«© among themſelves one to another; but rather it is a Sacra- 


« ment of our Redemption by Chriſt's death : Infomuch, 


that to ſuch as rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the 
« fame, the bread which we break, is a partaking of the 
« Body of Chriſt, and likewiſe the. cup of bleſſing is a par- 
„taking of the Blood of Chriſt. And afterwards, the Body 
« of Chriſt is given, taken and eaten in the ſupper, only after 
an heavenly ſpiritual manner. And the mean whereby: the; 
« Body of Chriſt is received, and eaten in the ſupper, is 
&« faith.“ | 7 

The xxvith, xxviith, and xxviith canons ſet as ſtrong a 
guard, as words are capable of being, about the Holy Table, 
were they but duely obſerved, directly excluding from the 
participation of this ordinance notorious offenders, ſchiſmatics, 
and rangers. Which evidences, that the compilers were 


carefully for maintaining the dignity of this ſervice, and the. 


reverence due thereto. 
But the Communion-Service is more known by the generality, 
and more frequently conſulted than articles or canons; and 


here, in as few, as coprous and ffrong expreſſions can go, this 


inſtitution has its honour ſecured. _ 
Firf?, In the exhortation, which is appointed to be read 
upon the Sunday, or ſome * immediately preceding, we 
| | are 
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10 An Enquiry concerning the Dignity of 
are told, That the Sacrament being fo divine and comfortable 
A thing, to them who receive it worthily, and ſo dangerous 
ce to them that will preſume to receive it unworthily : My duty 
“e is to exhort you in the mean ſeaſon, to conſider the DIGNITY 
« of. that holy myſtery, and the great peril of the unworthy 
ce receiving thercof.” —And fo the exhortation proceeds to 

Prepare carefully for the participating in that ſacred ordinance. 
Secondly, There :s a ſtrict charge in the rubrics before the 
communion ſervice, to keep back from this ordinance, open 
and notorious ill livers; and that thoſe between whom it is 
perceived that malice and hatred reign, be not ſuffered to partake 
of the Lord's table. : | | 
Thirdly, That part of the communion ſervice, which is pre- 
fatory or by way of ſolemn introduction, to the actual admini- 
_ ftration of the ordinance ſhews, that it is no common or trivial 
thing we are going to engage in, when we approach the Lord's 
table; ſuch as reciting the ten com ͤandments, with an earneſt 
prayer to be repeated after each ; doth not this plainly intimate, 
that every communicant is bound to endeavour after univerſal 
and whirl obedience, to the will of God? Again, the 
rehearſing the Nicene Creed, the people ſtanding, to ſignify it 
is their own faith: Does not this intimate, communicants 
muſt be believers of Chriſtian doctrines, as well as performers of 

Chriſtian duties? 358 : 

Again, the r e one or more of which the Prieſt is to 
recite, when he returns to the Lord's table and begins the 
Ogfertor)y, ſeem to me deſigned to ſhew, what kind of perſons 
they mult be, who would approve themſelves to be worthy 
communicants. h | 3 
 #ourthiy, The exhortation that is made at the time of cele- 
bration, that as diligent trial and examination was neceſſary 
before any ſhould preſume to approach the holy table; ſo the 
benefit will be exceeding great to worthy communicants But on 
the other hand the danger great, to receive unworthily ; for 
then we are guz/ty of the body and blood of Chriſt our Saviour, 
_ and eat and drink our own damnation, not conſidering the 
J. ord's body; we kindle God's wrath againſt us; we provoke 

him ta plague us with divers diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of 
death: And it concludes, Jo him , Chriſt) therefore with the 
Father, and te Holy Ghoſt, let us give (as we are moſt 
bounden) continual thanks, ſubmitting ourſelves wholly to his 
will and pleaſure, and ſtudying to ſerve him in true holineſs 
and righteouſneſs all the days of our life. , 
Fifthly, "The humble confeſſion to be made by miniſter and 
people, expreſſive of the deepeſt contrition and ſorrow of * 
| (T 
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for fin, and the moſt earneſt repentance z ; profeſſing that the 
remembrance of our ſins is grievous, - and the burden in- 
tolerable. 

What a reflection would it be upon the wiſdom of the 
Church, as well as its piety, to ſuppoſe ſuch an apparatus as 
the ſeveral things mentioned, deſigned to introduce any thing, 
but a matter of very great conſequence | 

Sixthly, The folemn' form of words to be uſed in the acts 
of communicating. When the miniſter delivers the bread ; he 
is to ſay to each perſon, «© The body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


„ which was given for thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul unto. 
« everlaſting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that 


« Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith 


« with thankſgiving.” And when he delivers the cup, he is 
to ſay, © The blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed. 


< for thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul unto everlaſting life. 


« Drink this in remembrance that Chriſt's blood was ſhed for 


« thee, and be thankful.” 


When we lay all 'this together, ſurely if we my judge of | 
the Church's ſentiments by her words; ſhe looks upon this as 


a moſt ſacred and ſolemn inſtitution, and of the higheſt dignity, 


We proceed to diſcover her apprehenſions of this ordinance 


from her practices. 


Firſe, The ſole nnity of placing the communion table altar- 


wiſe, at the upper end of the Church, upon a place advanced 
ſeveral ſteps, above the body of the Church, and railed in, 
the rails being ſet at ſome diſtance from the table, to keep the 


laity from a rude or near approach. Add to this the practice 
of many of our clergy, and others, who make a /aw reverence 


_ towards the altar, upon their coming into Church, and their 

going up to or towards the table. 

Secondly, The practice of dlſtributing the bread and wine at 
the rails, and expecting the communicants ſhould come thither 


to participate. The miniſter not being willing to carry the 


elements about; perhaps left ſome accident ſhould happen, by 
tumbling or otherwiſe, and ſo they might fall to the ground. 
Thirdly, The geſture to be uſed in communicating, viz. 
 #neeling, to ſhew the utmoſt reverence. - Which order we are 
told was well meant *, for a fende of an humble and 
_ grateful acknowledgment, of the. benefits of Chriſt therein 


given, to all worthy receivers, and for avoid.ng profanation or 


diſorder. 
Fourthly, The practice of giving the ſacrament, to perſons 
that defire it in their dying moments, as the moſt ſolemn prepa- 
2 | ration 


* See the advertiſement at the end of the Communion- Service. 
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ration for eternity. Dying work is awful work; and it is 
not uſual or decent to triſſe with perſons in ſuch circumſtances : 
I ſuppoſe then, that the adminiſtration of this ordinance to 

ing. perſons, is deſigned to be of ſervice to help them to die 
| both ſafely and comfortably. 1 
Now upon the whole; What ſtrange thoughts muſt we have 
of our Church, if we ſuppoſe ſhe is not ſerious and in earneſt 
in all this? Is ſhe tiifling with her miniſters, the clergy, and 
impoſing on her members, the laity ? Surely No: We cannot 
burt believe it is her deſign to infuſe into our minds, a reve- 
| rential regard to this facred inſtitution ; and that ſhe really 
believes it worthy of ſo awful reſpect to be paid to it. | 

Thus I have gone through the firſt part of my propoſed 
work; and I would hope to the conviction, and ſatisfaction of 
| unpreudiced and impartial readers; ſo that they will be excited 
F to have ſuitable and honourable thoughts of this ordinance, and 
| will be rendered fincerely deſirous to do what they can, to main - 
| tain the dignity, zad to correct what has an unhappy tendency 
to degrade and leſſen it in men's efteem. IF. 
; I apprehend no chriſtian ought to look upon himſelf as un- 
concerned: But ſurely Magiſtrates and Miniſters are eſpecially 
obliged to be careful in this matter. | „ ; 
If any advanced to the ice of magiſtracy, and ſet in places 
of power and truſt, ſhould caſt their eyes on theſe pages; I 
N would humbly offer to their thoughts this conſideration: Can 
tit be expected, if Divine inſtitutions are diſregarded and pro- 
fuanely trampled on, that human appointments will be con- 
ſcientiouſly obſerved? Nay, ag iſtracy itſelf may come to have 
its honour leſſened; for he that will make bold with ze 
Divine inflitution may with another. And may not men of 
corrupt minds, be ready to entertain Jeſs honourable thoughts 
of magi/tracy, though it be God's ordinance, as well as of the 
Lord's Supper, which is ſo alſo. Beſides, I conceive the office 
of magiſtracy was deſigned to ſecure the honour of God, as 
well as the welfare of thoſe over whom they are ſet. Now is 
it not for God's honour, to have the dignity of his inſtitutions 
carefully maintained; and as we muſt not contemn God's 
altar by -fering polluted bread, Mal. i. 7. and thereby deſpiſe 
God's name, ſo muſt it be kept as free as poiſible from a!/ 
kind of defilements; but if the honour of God, the Supreme 
Magiſtrate, the King of Kings, be not regarded, what will 
become of the honour due to magiſtrates under him? 

To our clergy I would offer with all due regard. Will not 
the ſecaring the honour of this ordinance, have a tendency to 
fe. ure the honour of every other ordinance, and to eſtabliſh 
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ſtrates, to exert themſelves, and uſe their intereſt, yea, the 
utmoſt of their endeavours, to prevent and remove every thing 


that may have a tendency to profane this inſtitution, and alſo 


to ſecure its real and deſerved honour. A : | 
I queſtion not but ſome have been ready long ago to aſæ; Who 
is for profaning this ordinance? Or, How is its dignity leſ- 


0 


ſened ! | | ; 

I would earneſtly intreat ſuch ſeriouſly to conſider ; firſt, If 
promiſcuous admiſſions to the Lord's Table *: ſecondly, If an 
obliging all perſons upon their entrance into any places of ho- 
nour, truſt or profit in the State, to receive the Holy Commu- 
nion; I ſay, If both theſe have not an unhappy tendency 


hereunto ? 


As to the former; I am ſenſible there are ſome guards ſet; 


ſome rules laid down ; But are they ſufficient ? Are they ob- 


ſerved ? And an inſufficient unobſerved rule, what can it avail? 


Who that purpoſe to communicate, give in their names to the 
Curate, at leaſt the day before, as the rubric, directs; And 
perhaps it would be exceeding difficult, to comply with it in 
ſome large market-towns, where there is but one pariſh-churck 
and the boundaries thereof of great extent. Holbeach in Lin- 
colnſhire particularly is a market-town of this kind, and there 
are villages near it likewiſe, where there are houſes ſix, eight, 
yea, I think ten miles diſtant from the pariſh-church. | 
Beſides, If a notoriouſly wicked perſon preſents himſelf to the 
Communion, and he be rejected as he ought to be, the Mini- 
ſter ſo rejecting, is liable to a proſecution, unleſs he himſelf pro- 
ſecutes the rejected, in the Spiritual Court within the ſpace of 
fourteen days. And what can a poor Curate whoſe ſalary per- 
haps ſcarce amounts to 3o/. per annum, and has a family to main= 
tain, What can he do, I ſay, againſt his powerful, rich and 
vicious neighbour in the way of proſecution, and yet his con- 
ſcience tells him, he ought to debar his acceſs to that ſervice, 
ui charity ſhall ſuggeſt ſome ground to hope he is reformed ? 
What more effectual method ſhould be taken, to prevent ſuch 
promiſcuons, and as I think irregular admiſſions, I leave to the 
great wiſdom and prudence of thoſe, who have authority to 


rectify what is amiſs. 
But 


* I know ſome whom promiſcuons admiſſions have drove to the Diſſenters for 
e ſoke of purer Communion. And this is one reaſon they bring for their diſſent. 


7 


i. 


the dignity of the miniſterial function? The clergy were ap- 
pointed and ordained, for the adminiſtration of ordinances: . 
If ordinances then be looked upon as mean things, miniſters 
will ſoon be looked upon as mean perſons. Both duty then 

and intereſt; will ſtrongly plead both with miniſters and magi- 
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But if I miſtake not, the caſe is harder ſtill upon our-Clergy, 
with reſpect to ſuch as preſent themſelves to the Lord's Table, in 
order to be qualified for the execut:9n of ſome office or employment 
civil or military, whom I ſuppoſe, they have no power to reject, 
let their character or conduct be what it will, Yea, it ſeems 
an hardſhip upon the perſons ſo obliged to qualify themſelves.” 

Now concerning this obligation upon ſuch Officers, to receive 
the Holy Communion, and on Miniſters to admit them there- 
to; I would with the greateſt deference and reſpe&t to my 
| ſuperiors, humbly propoſe the following queries. 

. Firſt, Whether it be neceſſary a man ſhould be of the 
eſtabliſped religion of a country, or adhere to the circumſtantials 
F that religion, to make him fit to ſuſtain a place of profit or 
E traſt? I take it Papiſis are excluded in our Proteſtant nation, 
for a very good reaſon, not on account of their religion, con- 

E ſidered as ſuch ; but becauſe they maintain principles utterly 
inconſiſtent with the ſafety of a Proteſtant State. | 
Did Heathen Emperors always inſiſt upon it, that their 
F officers ſhould be of their religion, did they not admit Chriſti- 
ans to poſts of honour and truſt ® Were not the Prote/tants in 
France, before the revocation of the edict of Nants, qualified by 
lat tor offices in the ſtate, and accordingly were ſo employed? 
F Nay, do not the Venetians at this very time (1732) employ 
Count Schulembergh as their General, who is a Prote/tant 2. 
And can it be more dangerous for England, to employ a Pro- 

* teftant of the Lutheran profeſſion, for inſtance, that yet does not 
ſee it proper or his duty to comply with our Church e/tablihh- 
ment? Why ſhould Eprijcopal Proteftants, be more rigorous 
than Heathens, than Papi/ts ! Dn. | 

May not a Lutheran Proteſtant, or a Proteſtant of any 
bother perſuaſion, be a conſcientious perſon, a truly good man? 
And he that is ſuch, will faithfully, according to his ability, 
and as he hath opportunity, ſerve his God, his country, his 
king, his friend: And what reaſon ſhould there be to exclude 
him? who could and would be of conſiderable public uſeful- 

* Neſs, miglit he but be employed. Or can it be ſuppoſed that a 
Church of England' man in profeſſion, ' but immoral and vicious 
An practice, is ſafer to be intruſted with power and authority, 
than a moral honeſt Lutheran, who unhappily, and yet con- 
 ſcientioufly believes Conſubſtantiation? 

I Secondly, Whether our Bleſſed Lord ever deſigned the Sacra- 
ment for a civil w/e, or that it ſhould be a teſt of a man's 
- Qualification, for a poſt in the Government, either in a civil 
or military way? If any one ſhall aſſert this is agreeable to 
| Chriſt's deſign ; he is bound to prove it, 
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If not, 
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If not, it will be diſſicult to ſhew, that the ordinance is 
herein not perverted and miſuſed. It ſeems very plain to me, 
that Chriſt's appointments are to be kept cloſe to the deſign of 
their inſtitution, unleſs it can be ſhewn, that he has any where 

given leave to apply them to ſome other purpoſe, according to the 
pleaſure of the civil magiſtrate. And I cannot but think, our 

civil governors would be very much diſpleaſed, and count it an 
interfering with their authority, ſhould any ſubordinate magi- 
rate, take upon him to apply their /aws and conſtitutions, to 
quite different purpoſes from thoſe for which they were made 
and that they would ge ready to inflict ſome puniſhment on the 
offender, in order to prevent any daring attempt of that nature 
for the future. And I would intreat thoſe whom it may con- 
cern, to conſider, whether the name of God is not taken in 
vain in this ordinance, when it is made uſe of to a purpoſe 
exceeding foreign to the deſign of its inſtitution ? 

Thirdly, What muſt a Clergyman do, to avoid offending his 
conſcience and diſpleaſing God, as he thinks on the one hand, 
or being ruined on the other? Clergymen are under peculiar 
obligations, and they would be unfaithful ſtewards, if they | 
ſhould not be very much concerned for the honour of their 

great Lord, and for the credit of his inſtitutions: And I fup- } 
pole they remember Chriſt's expreſs. prohibition, ( Give not | 

that .which is holy unto dogs; by which term profane and no- : 
toriouſly wicked men are certainly meant. Now I conceive a 
ſtate ſhould kindly endeavour, both for the honour and comfort | 
of the clergy, as much as poſſible to remove all heavy burdens | 
and incumbrances from them: Our ſtate has done ſo, with 
reſpect to many civil matters; there ſeems greater reaſon as to 
concerns of a ſpiritual nature. But of this ſomewhat hath 
been ſaid before. | N 

Fourthly, Is it fit, or Chriſtian- like, to reduce a man to this 
ſad dilemma ; ] muſt ſtarve in this world, or run the hazard of 
being damned (/) in the next? And though were even this 
the caſe, it is eaſy to ſay which a man ſhould chuſe; yet a 
numerous family and preſſing neceſſities, which a man knows 
no other way of ſupplying comfortably, or even tolerably, will 
have a very powerful influence to make him comply with that 

which his conſcience tells him he is not fit to engage in, that 
ſo he may obtain a comfortable ſubſiſtence. And though it. 
may be faid a man ſhould prepare himſelf and be fit for ſuch a 
tervice, yet ſaying ſo will not make a man ſo. I have heard 
of two inſtances, which T muſt ſay are very ſhocking, both. 
of perfons ſenſible of their unſitneſs for ſo ſolemn an ordi- 
| nance, 
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7 88 and neceſſity calling upon them to * themſelves for 
A 8 ce of profit. 
he one thought to evade it, by putting the bread in his 
mouth and not eating it, but taking it out again as ſoon as he 
could, and putting it in his pocket in order to diſpoſe of it ſome 
other way; and when the cup was delivered to him, only put 
it to his mouth and did not drink a drop. 
The other having communicated, being filled with great 
horror, apprehending his great ſin, and his exceeding danger 


for unworthy receiving; paſſionately and terribly broke forth 


into a curſe, wihing thaſe d---ned that laid the ohligation upon 
him. It is poffible ſeveral inſtances parallel to thefe may have 
happened; but if only theſe, it is ſufficient to ſhew the incon- 
ventence of laying ſuch an obligation promiſcuouſly, on all thoſe 
of whom we are ſpeaking. 

But perhaps ſome may be ready to put me in mind, That the 
deſign of the law, that all Officers ſhould receive the Sacrament. 
according to the uſage of the Church of England, was to keep 


out Papi/ts, thoſe implacable enemies to Proteſtant States. 


Beſides ſaying, we muſt not purſue a laudable deſign by un- 
warrantable methods, I would beg leave here alſo to query, 

Firſt, May not Papiſts (eſpecially if ſome grand deſign. be in 
view for the promoting their cauſe) have diſpenſations granted, 
to comply with any thing to prevent ſuſpicion, and carry on their 
deſign the more ſecurely? If they have had diſpenſations and 
commiſſions for the gre/c/7 immoralities, perjuries*, murders 
treaſons for the promoting their cauſe ; nay have not ſome of 


them porſoned their God (as they ſuppoſe their Hoſt to be) to 


compleat their v://a:nous deſigns. I have read of an Emperor 
whom they ſo got rid of; and if the tragical hiſtory of Fetzer be 
fo be credited, they have perpetrated ſuch an horrid crime more 
than once. Can any thing bind them, one of the articles of 
whoſe creed it is, That no faith is to be kept with Hereticks ? 
Can any thing aſſure us of the veracity of ſuch, as are allowed 
with their dying breath to deny plainly proved facts ? Surely 
then they may have have a diſpenſation to communicate in 2 
Proteſtant Church, and then the law will not anſwer its pro- 
feſſedly deſigned end. 

Secondly, May not ſome method be found out more effetual' 
to exclude Papiſts, without cæpoſing the ſolemn ordinance to a 
profanation and abuſe? The greater number of thoſe who are 
admitted to offices, have given no manner of occaſion to ſuſpect 


their being any other than true Proteſtants: However it is an 
eaſy 


* Thoſe whom oaths will not bind, I cannot ſee how ſacraments ſhould 
bind _ 
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eaſy matter to appoint only ſuch as are evidently ſuch. And if 
it ſhould be thought fit to have ſome public te; would not a 
ſolemn renunciation of the Pope, or tranſubſtantiation, or a ge- 
neral attendance upon the Proteftant way of worſhip, witneſſed 
by credible perſons dwelling in the neighbourhood, be as ſuf- 
ficient to prove them no Papiſts, as the method objected 
againſt ? | „„ | 8 | 
575 hirdly, Are we now in any conſiderable danger of the in- 
truſſon of Papiſts, into places of power and truſt? 1 apprehend 
not. Indeed the danger hereof was great, when the law I am 
referring to was firſt made ; but that danger; as far as I am 
capable of judging, has been over ſome years. Now if the 
reaſons of the Corporation and Teſt Acts are now ceaſed? Ma 
it not ſeem meet to Parliamentary wiſdom, to repeal them: 
It is certain, the apparent and profeſſed deſign of theſe laws 
was to exclude Papiſts, and that not on account of their re- 
| ligion, as religion, but the principles they hold inconſiſtent 
with the fafety of our ſtate. . But it is not conceived we are in 
ſo much immediate danger from them now as formerly. 
Fourthly, Are not Deits in reality greater enemies to the 
Church of England than Papiſis, or any others deſigned to be 
excluded offices civil or military? Theſe are enemies to Chri= 
rianity itſelf; and conſequently muſt be in a peculiar manner 
ſo to the Clergy, whom they look upon with contempt, and 
muſt think an unneceſſary charge and burden upon the people: 
So that whatever the State has, the Church has reaſon to be 
jealous of them, leſt the privileges and profits of thoſe. who 
attend on her altars ſhould be abridged: and diminiſhed, if 
theſe ſhould get ufficient power in their hands. If any teſt 
be neceſſa y, is it not more needful to have a teſt of perſons 
being Chriſtians, than of their being Proteſtants, and more 
{till than of their being Prote/tants of ſuch a party or deno- 
mination 9. And let it be conſidered here, what a profanation 
and dreaful abuſe of the Lord's Supper is it, to admit 
Deiſts thereto, who cannot be ſuppoſed to make any con- 
{ſcience of, or think themſelves obliged by that which they 
look upon as no more than a zrick and impoſture ® To fee 
ſuch an one on his knees, receiving the. bread. or cup, the 
memorials of our Lord's paſſion and death, and laughing 
in his fleeve at the Prieſteraft of the miniſter, and the folly, 
as he thinks it, of thoſe that mind or lay any ſtreſs on ſuch. 
a fervice.* 


C  Pifthly, 


* I am credibly informed that the late Anthony Collins, Flq; the, reputed 
author 
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5 Fifthly, Whether if our Proteſtant Difſenters, are deſigned 


by the continuance of this injunction I am referring to (and it 
is evident that was not the profeſſed deſign at the firſt enacting 
thereof) to be kept out of places of power and truſt; it an- 
ſwers the end ? Seeing many of them can and do conform oc- 
caſionally; though there are ſome of them, whom even am- 
bition, profit, or a proſpect of ſervice, do not prevail with to 
comply. If any diſſenting Proteſtant hath ſuitable gualifications 
for the diſcharge: of an office, and is thought fit to be em- 
ployed in one by our ſuperiors, their communicating according 
to the law, does not increaſe their real fitneſs, And if they are 
in themſelves unfit, though communicating may - give; them a 
legal qualification, it cannot convey to them either hone/ty or 
ability, But if Proteſtant Diſſenters are not deſigned to be 
excluded ; one would think a ſtated attendance at a Proteſtant 
place of worſhip, certified by the miniſter. and two or three of 
the heads of a congregation, to which a perſon - belongs, 
ſhould be fufficient to prove him a Proteſtant. But if it can 
be made appear, that thoſe Proteſtant Diſſenters, who having 
occaſionally conformed, and got into places, have, generally 
ſpeaking, been endeavouring to undermine and ruin Church and 
State; let the perſons ſo behaving, be ſeverely puniſhed, and 
let ſuch dangerous perſons be more effectually excluded, that they 
may not be in a capacity of doing farther miſchief. But let no 
ſolemn ordinance be profaned, to anſwer this end; remembring 
the Apoſtle's intimation, which ought to have its weight, Ve 
muſt not do evil that good may come of it. (m) Yea, we muſt 
be careful (n) that our good be nat evil ſpoken of. | | 
Upon the whole now, I would make this farther enquiry, 
Whether it is not the concern, yea, the duty of every one 
in his place, to deſire, and modeſtly, and peaceably to en- 
deavour to have this grievance redreſſed; this which ſeems 
to me to be a diſorder, yea, profanation rectified? That 
this ordinance may be applied ſolely to its proper, primitive, 
deſigned uſe. I think our nation is alone in this practice; I 


author of ſeveral treatiſes tending to promote Deiſm, “ being in commiſſion for the 
uality himſelf according to the law ; uſed to give 


peace, and therefore obliged to q to ; 
notice of his deſign in this ludicrous manner to the miniſter ; Sir, I de/ign to 


take a bit of bread and a cup of wine with yow. And when it was put 
cloſe to him by a friend, how he could, conſiſtent with his principles, engage in 
ſuch a ſervice, he turned it off thus: I only do it (ſaid he) to pay a compliment 


to the cuſtom of my country. 


* Theſe have been fully anſwered by ſeveral writers, both Churchmen and 
Diſſenters. = no : - --EDITORc 
(mM) Rom. iii. 8. (Cn) Rom, xiv. 16, 
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am not aware that any Chriſtian State beſides, applies a Chriſ- 


tian ordinance deſigned ſolely by the inſtitutor for ſpiritual pur- 


poſes, to a civil uſe. And let no Engliſpman think himſelf 
unconcerned. If the practice be an abuſe and profanation of 
the ordinance, then it is a national fin, an iniquity eſtab- 
liſhed by law, and on the account of which we are in danger 
of national judgments, And may it not very juſtly be ſup- 
poſed, that this, practice has had a fatal tendency to weaker 
Chriſtianity, and then the growth and prevalence of De:/m 
and infidelity, is in a very great meaſure owing hereto. 


Let us conſider, whether the abuſe of the moſt ſolemn or- 


dinance of the Chriſtian inſtitution, hath not a natural ten- 
dency to make men ſet light by all others, and then by 
the miniſtry, and ſo by Chriſtianity itſelf ? Will not men be 


apt to think that thoſe who plead for this practice, do 


really look upon it as a matter of no ſuch moment, as has 
been apprehended ; nay, as only a State trick, for a State 
 wſe? Will it not give occaſion for reflection on the Church 
of England, either that her words and practices are to go 
for nothing, and that ſhe doth not herſelf believe the dig- 
nity of this inſtitution : Or, that notwithſtanding the dignity, 
ſhe is willing to permit its being leſſened to ſerve a pur. 
poſe ? Every real Chriſtian then, every true Church of England 
man, eſpecially every Clergyman, who is a ſteward of the myſte- 
ries of Chriſt (and it is required in ſtewards that a man be 
found faithful) ſhould uſe his regular endeavours to ſecure 
the honour of this ordinance. If Chriſt's Name, Jesvus, 
which is only a found, be to be bowed at, in token of re- 
ſpect to him whoſe name it is? Surely the Lord's Supper, 
the moſt awful and ſacred of all Chriſtian ſervices, ſhould 


be carefully ſecured from any thing that may have an un- 


happy influence to breed contempt of it, or leſs regard to it. 
And as to magiſtrates, theſe, even though they be in the 


hig 


O . . . 
ſay, as Chriſtians, are under the ſame obligations as private 


Chriſtians. And if there be any thing cogent in theſe _ 
Papers, I ſhould be glad they ſhould be ſeen by, and have 


their proper influence with them, for whom I hope I have 
all ſuitable veneration ; yea, that they might be conveyed to 
every magiſtrate and clergyman in the kingdom. Befides, 
if we conſider our legiſlators in their political capacity. as our 


rulers, who are to conſult the public good and fafery ; what 


expectation can they have, that thoſe men will prove true to 
them, that are not fo to their God? And if once men come 


to think meanly of ſome divine appointments, magiſtracy 
1 | being 


heſt authority over us, and are our /eg://ators, theſe, L 


— — — 
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being alſo an ordinance of God, may they not, ere long, 
think meanly of it? And I am perſuaded they who are not 
for ſuitable regulations in Church N will alſo be for 
Anarchy in the State. The conduct of the ſectaries in the 


| laſt age, in our own land, as well as thoſe in Germany before, 


being ſufficient proofs hereof. So that it is even politic for 
our Governors to ſecure the dignity of ſacred inſtitutions, 
and ſelf-intereſt, were they to look no higher, ſhould induce 
rr | = 
' Beſide, Let us conſider, Governors were not conſlituted for 
their own /ake, but the Divine Being mercifully appointed 
_ Government, and conſequently Governors, for the fake of 
the governed. I hey are therefore to conſult the honour of 
him who is vaſtly above them, and not give any occaſion to 
the trampling of any of his appointments under foot. They 
are to be cu/todes utriuſque tabulæ, muſt endeavour to ſecure 
the obedience of their ſubjects to every one of God's laws, (o) 
are to be Minifters of God to them for good, and are to 
take care both of the Religious and Civil Intereſts of a 
nation. | | | „ 
Our Governors have been religiouſly careful to prevent 
abuſes and profanations in other caſes; thus we have pro- 
clamations and laws againſt profaning the name of God, by 
ſwearing, curſing and blaſphemy; and againſt profaning the 
Tord's day : It will not be fo conſiſtent, if they are not care- 
ful alſo to prevent profaning the Lord's table. 
And ſuppoſe (if ſuch a ſuppoſition may be made) any con- 
cerned in the legiſlature ſhould be themſelves inclined to 
Deiſm, and do not heartily embrace Chriſtianity ; they of all 
perſons, ſure, will look upon themſelves obliged, from their 
own principles, to endeavour to take off an obligation to that 
which they imagine to be no other than fancy and ſuperſtition. 
Sure they will not have a hand in enforcing that which they 
look upon to be pro-/tcraft and an impoſture. I make uſe 
of this only as an argumenium ad hominem. But I muſt needs 
fay, it would look but oddly, to fee Deiſis calling upon men, 
and forcing them to obſerve a Chr iſtian inſtitution, ro ſecure 
their fidelity, when at the ſame time they believe there is no 
'tye at all in it. This would be ſomewhat like Fewyh In- 
guifitors of Spain. 

Thus I have gone through what I propoſed: The per- 
formance muſt be ſubmitted to the peruſer's judgment, who I 
hope will be candid, and that if he approves of it, he will 
endeavour to make it as extenſively ferviceable as he can. 
-  _—_ I have 

(9) Rom. xiii. 4. 
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I have wrote what appeared to me to be true and uſeful, 
If IJ am miſtaken, /cio me efſe hominem; I never thought 
myſelf infallible. And I think I may ſolemnly profeſs, that 
concern for the honour of Chriſt and this ſacred ordinance, 
moved me to ſet pen to paper; and that I do not know that 
I had any private end to anſwer, or ſelſſb inducement. I hope 
I have ſaid nothing unbecoming ; if I have it was undeſigned, 
and when it is ſhewn me, I will humbly acknowledge it and 
beg pardon. I defire to have the utmoſt reſpect for magiſtrates, 
eſpecially the legiſlature ; and would make it my daily litany, 
that they may have wiſdom as Angels of God, even that wiſ- 
dom that is profitable to direct, that they may be men knowin 
the times and ſeaſons, and that they may always have a caref 
regard for the honour of God, and the credit of all his infti- 
tutions, which have a tendency to fit us more for his ſervice 
in this world, and for the enjoyment of him in a better: And 
then I doubt not but God will proſper their deſigns and con- 
ſultations for the civil good, and eſtabliſh, and make them 
great in the ſight of all the people. | 925 


POSTSCRIPT. 


. ˙ ˙ð“ A ]⁵à . in Dn in nn Ir Is oe 


| As Exp concerning the Dignity of 


OST SCRIPT, 


N order to have evidenced, that I am not alone in my 

; ſentiments, concerning the abuſes of the Lord's table, by 
| promiſcuous admiſſions, &c, I might have quoted the authorities 
ef ſeveral very learned and dignified Clergymen of our Church. 
But I ſhall ſatisfy myſelf with tranſcribing a paſſage or two, 
from the worthy author of the Penitential Diſcipline of the 
Primitive Church, which he labours to have revived as far as 
would ſuit our times. Fo | . 

The deſign of Chriſt (ſays he) in gathering a Church, 
© can never be promoted, whilſt her moſt ſacred ordinances 
s are proſtituted to people, either of ſcandalous lives, or who 
& ſtand at an avowed defiance aginſt her authority.” Page 215. 

& The Curate at preſent (ſays he in another place) ſeems 
& to have a power of ſeparating offenders from the Holy 
«© Communion, till they have given ſatisfaction for the offence 
& they have been guilty of. But after ſuch a long diſuſe, 
«and ſuch a continued univerſal neglect of diſcipline, the 
< burden of reviving it (it is humbly apprehended) will be 
<« too weighty for the ſhoulders of any private Prieſt, except 

c the higher powers ſhall both lend him their help to 
« lighten it, and ſhall interpoſe with freſh authority to exact it 
. from him.” And a little after. | 

ce Indeed as our /aws now /tand, the Clergy have a melan- 
* choly time of it, between the apprehenſions of offending 
« ejther God or man. Amoneſt us (as he obſerves after- 
« ward) it is ſomewhat doubtful, whether if a inner of the 
« firſt magnitude ſhould offer himielf at the Holy table, for 
« any ſecular qualification, the miniſter repelling him, might 
« not be expoſed to ſome legal penalty, or at leaſt to the ex- 
« pence and hazard of a troubleſome proſecution, for doing his 
“ duty and for refuſing to admit even notorious ſinners.” 
| He alſo quotes two paſſages for his and my purpoſe, which 
I doubt not but he has cited fairly, but not having the 
books I could not look into them myſelf. The former is 
from the Apoſtolic Conſtitutions, which though they are not 
really, as is generally owned, of the Apoſtles compiling, yet 


they are certainly very ancient, 
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Eav wy & avlpuroy nagar n Tis Exuxnoing Ts Ges xopioroues, 
Tomoouev Tov oo Kugis ornaauor Anrwv, Lib. 2, cap. 17. 


Which he tranſlates thus : 

cc Tf we do not ſeparate from the Church thoſe who will 

© not live within the rules of it, we ſhall make of the Houſe 
« of God a Den of Thieves.” 


* other is St. Chry/o/tom's Homily on Matthew xxvi. 
o. 83. | 2 


Ov wire KoAaoi; vu EgTW, ei Tuyeifort; rt Ten, TYYXWenoure 
Atlacxei raurng Th; TEAMEGN;* TO GUAGE UTE £4 TWY XEQuY euern 
| TWy UpETEpWY* way FEAT Ti; Wy Haw uTapx ©, nav autos 0s Toe 
diadnucm meomeper©-, av? e Tgooen, uwnuoov, Ae ν ExELVE. THIN 


EESTIAY EXELL. | 


Which is thus rendered : . | 

6e It is no ſmall penalty which they ſhall incur, if they ſuffer 

« any to partake of the Holy table, whom they know to be 
« guilty of deadly fin, (i. e. as I ſuppoſe the tranſlator means, 
and the original properly fignifies, heinous or enormous 
« crime) and that the % od of ſuch ſhall be required at their 
« hands That therefore if any General of an army, or a 
% Conſul, or even the Emporor himſelf, ſhould offer to ap- 
& proach under ſuch circumſtances, they were boldly to 
<«< oppoſe his admiſſion, as being veſted (for ſuch purpoſes) 
with a power ſuperior to any earthly potentates,”? ; 
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